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The Philadelphia Institnte for

Colored Youth.

To those among the numerous reader* of the
New National Era who are interested in the
advancement of education, and especially in
the progress of the above-named Institution, a

brief account of the annual exercises, which
occurred on Wednesday and Thursday, the 21st
and 22d instants, may be welcome. ,

Concerning the public examination, before
au intelligent and appreciative audience, in
the halls of the Institute, on Wednesday, we

are unable to speak from actual observation ;
but, from the reports of competent spectators,
and those of the Philadelphia journals, we

learn the high gratification of all parties who
witnessed them, and particularly that evinced
by several gentlemen of the city eminent in
letters and science, and prominent among whom
n'no Qtillft 1 VrtVAct f\C iliA 1 Irarci ftr
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of Pennsylvania.
The following account of the award of

prizes on that occasion is from the PhiladelphiaPress report:
Classical.Ilarrietta G. Sylva.
U»tliOtn«li**l Q XJour# Jr., Hud «

AdaV. LeCount.
Best English Essays.Katie Campbell and

George E. Johnson.
Exemplary Conduct and Diligence.Arena

M. Ruflin.
Concerning the " eighteenth annual commencement"'exercises, on Thursday evening,

u* National Hall, we have the pleasure of reportingfrom personal observation.
As a necessary precaution.^we found ourselvescomfortably settled in an unassuming

portion of the great hall, fully an hour before
the time announced in the programme ; and, as

we expected, despite the severity of the weather,
tioor and gallery were speedily filled to their
utmost capacity. On the left foreground of
the platform, arranged for the occasion, appearedthe venerable Board of Managers ; on

the right, the advanced classes : and, on elevatedseats in the background, the minor pupils
of the Institute. A few minutes before the
time, from a door on the right of the platform,
entered the Principal of the Institute, Miss F. j
M. Jackscn, her able coadjutors, Messrs. O. V.
Catto, R. T. Greener, and assistant teachers,
followed by the members of the graduating
class, viz : Master Gee. O. Moore, Misses Laura
and Maria C. Barney, Arena M. RufTin, Ada
V. LeCount, Priscilla E. Ebriekx, Harrietta
G. Sylva, Nancy C. Smith.
Precisely at eight o'clock the Principal arose,

and, during unmistakable expressions of wel-
come from the immense audience, announced, j
in clear tones and with characteristic grace, the

opening of the oratorical exercises by the introductionof Miss Laura F. Barney, who de-
livered the Latin Salutatory. This address,
.11^.. '

*« 4l* a ** awaI aw r\ C fam coln_
UKUWIU^ 101 lliC UV*C1 JIUOIIIUU ui kuu lull caiutatrice,having been creditably got through
with, then carae the series of orations, essays,
Ac., according to the programme, viz : eight
orations, of which seven were by young gentle-
men of the minor classes ; eight essays, read
by misses of the graduating and of the advanced
classes; two English versions from Thucy-j
dfde« and Sallust, with a dialogue, and a reci-
tation of the XLIIth Psalm, the former by a

class of boys, and the latter of girls, from the
Preparatory Department.
The orations, well selected, elicited frequent

applause, and reflected great credit, both on

the young gentlemen and on their instructors,
Among them we notice the following : " Englishand Scotch Poets," by Master George 0.
Moore; "The Strength of the American Gov-

k ernaient,*' by Master Silas E. Taylor; and
"Oliver Cromwell,'' bv Master Alex. Merrill.
The orations were interspersed with the essays,
recitation, Ac. ; and, among the former, "Fashion,the Autocrat," by Miss Arena M. Ruffin,
provoked general merriment and applause by
its wit, pith, and depth. The essay of Miss
Dora Cole, a young lady whose * oratorical
power impressed us very favorably at the examinationsof 1869, deserves special mention.
Her theme was "Woman." Endowed with a

remarkable voice, peculiar sweetness of man-

ner nnd of nerson. we should not at all be
surprised if that young lady were heard from,
in the not distant future, as a successful lecturers; and this comment, which is fur from

being an attempt to varnish things, will apply
squally to Misses Ada V. LeCount and Edith
»Vebb. The Jutter read, as a substitute, Miss j
baura F. Barney's essny, entitled 44 The Effects
or War Upr.n National Character;" aud it

rtally affurded us great satisfaction to observe
how the elocution of that mere child riveted
tht attention of the audience. While we felt
confident that time would more fully develop
her talent, the enthusiastic applause which
greeted her as she ended was well merited.
Milton appears to be Miss LeCount's favorite.
Her theme, 41 Milton as an Advocate of Free-
dom,'' recalled her bappy rendition of a year
ago of a passage from th» great epicut. She

delivered, also, the valedictory, and in a mannerwhich plainly indicated that she felt what

she uttered. Ver^f few persons in that motley
assembly will forget her pathos.
The cvenipg exercises, which must have

made not ^ few of our copperheaded friends,
wiiojn-ere sure to be on hand, feel a " leetle"

sheepish and uncomfortable, closed with an

appropriate address from a gentleman of the
board, w ho also presented the diplomas to the

graduates.
A\ hile the classes were moving away from
.1 '* *- * . 1 . 4..I.

Uie pianorin, 10 meet me nearly congratulationsof* their relative* and friends, and to

discuss the delicacies of an alumni supper, we

could not help feeling, even ainid the comic

surging* and unconscionable squeezing* of
the gratified multitude, that the highest
hopes of the founders of this excellent "Institutefor Colored Youth" were being thoroughlyrealized in the corps of efficient teachers
who issue annually from its halls, fully preparedand equipped to engage in the moral
and intellectual elevation of their brethren

throughout the land; that its present venerablemanagers and patrons could not but have

felt, during dm exercises, a cheering degree of
moral compensation as a stimulus to greater
benificence hereafter ; while to the principal
and her skilled &s«i*tant8, though it could
uever constitute an adequate recompense for

years of devotion, anxious care, and incessant
toil, to say nothing of frequent annoyance, this
success roust have been a source of honest
pride.

In all oar visits to the Institute since Miss
Jackson's installation, it has been no less a

problem to as than a matter of sincere admiraItion,as to how that accomplished lady managesthe many and ardaoas duties of her posi|tion, without a greater impairment of health

than that which she now endures. Still, it is
to be hoped that a knowledge of the enduring
love and gratitude of those whom she has so

successfully trained, qualified, and launched
into spheres of permanent usefulness, may
serve to cheer her on in the noble though oneroustask of edification. Her graduates, scatteredthroughout the Union, will ever look
back to their alma mater with pride, while the
stem realities of active life will, day by day,
increase their veneration for those whose relationsto them, during the most important period
of their lives, were not merely in loco parentis.

Republican Quarrel*.
Every faithful Republican who thinks that

the continued power of that pa/ty is essential
to the national welfare has a right to demand
harmony among the party chiefs. Quarrels at
headquarters will not make a peaceful camp.
And that there are quarrels, serious and fierce,
we all know. The President and Senators
Sumner and Schurz for instance, are not
friendly. The New York Senators are alienated
from each other, and we recall, with profound
regret, a passage between two of tho most

: A. i)
*
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I'luuifuii i\epuum;aii ocnuiurs upon ioe Iioor
of the Senate on the 4th of July last. The
mischief of these differences is incalculable.
They may defeat the policy of the Administration.and they may very easily defeat the
party in the Presidential election. Unqueslionably the difficulty in the State of New
Tork aid defeat the party in November. It
would not have been a very difficult, certainly
not a hopeless task, to recover the State from
the Democrats. But the first condition of
success was absolute harmony, and that was
utterly wanting. They defied the Greeks while
Achilles and Agtiamemnon quarreled. Let
the Republican chiefs reflect whether Republicanvictory will crown their feuds.
We do not discuss the reasons of the differences.The blame undoubtedly must be divided.

Certainly the President, whatever may have
been his mistakes of method or of policy duringthe last session.and they were very few.did
not deserve the kind of censure which he receivedfrom certain administration Senators.
Nor can those Senators be justly surprised if
be felt hurt, and showed that he was so. The
difficulty in New York, as is universally known,spriDgs from patronage. Under our miserable
system it is impossible that the control of
patronage should not be the measure of a Senator'sreal power and iufluence. If one of the
State Senators is known to have more success
in 44 placing his followers, the other is inevitablychagrined, and he is discredited with his
party as 44 of no account." Personal ill feeling
is very sure to follow. If, then, the administrationintervenes, and, as it were, declares for
ODe against the other, disaffection and openhostility within the party are close at hand.
The remedy is obvious. It is with the President.Seeing the situation, he may require of
each Senator that the difference be composed
upon his withdrawing from active interference,
and holding an equal hand between them.
So with the Missouri case. Mr. Brown, the

Governor elect, intends, we presume, to act
with the Democratic party. But Senator
Schurz cannot join the Democracy. We do
not believe that the German element of the
Republican party in Missouri is satisfied with
the results of the quasi-Democratic alliance.
It is naturally Republican, as Senator Schurz
is. But the Missouri Senators also are unfriendly,and the Administration throw its influencein the State upon the 6ide that was unsuccessful.There is, of course, a great deal
of angry and doubtful feeling. We hope,
therefore, that the Senate will refuse to allow
the Missouri war to be renewed upon its floor ;
and that it will remember that Senator Schurz
is amply able to defioe his own position, and
can easily do so by acting quietly with his republicanfriends, as he has shown his intention
to do by attending the first Republican caucus.
The determination of the President that

there shall be Republican peace, and his own
refusal to recognize any differences of his own,
with a little sagacity in healing those among
the Senators, will give him a position and influencewhich will be invaluable. Resolute
sagacity in the adjustment of the quarrels, and
a sense of personal responsibility for the party
success upon the part of the Senators and
Representatives, will make Republican har-
mony and triumph a9 overwhelming as they
are desirable..Harper's Weekly.

Respectable Outlaws.

It seems that Ku-Klux and other outrages
are of frequent occurrences in the State of Kentucky,and that there as here the blacks are

frequently maltreated by those who know better,and ought to be ashamed of themselves.
Under the head of 41 respectable outlaws," that
excellent paper, the Kentucky Statesman, reads
those f»emi-savage9 who are leaders and encouragersin schemes of violence towards the black
race, the following sensible lecture :

44 Silly people sometimes ask us, with an air
of severe censure, why is it that you are opposing
your own race, and defending the negroes?'
The only possible answer to such people is,
that they are born fools, and, we fear, will die
fools. \Ve have such a high opinion of the
white race, that we have believed that they
couiu ue persuaueu 10 uu me uegro justice.
that they would give hira his liberty, protect
him in his civil rights, make his life, labor and
property secure, and allow him to enjoy his
political privileges in peace. What bus the
white man to gam by persecuting or injuring,
or allowing the negro to be maltreated ? Nothingwhatever. If their sense of humanity is
not touched by the condition of these people,
their justice ought not to allow them to be
wronged. Now there are mean men, with nar-

row minds, and hearts lull of prejudice, that j
consider it a degradation to do tho negro either
a kindness or justice To such men it is use--j
less to say anything. They will soon die, and
we will be rid of them, and blessed in their de-
parture. But why should men, who claim to
be humane gentlemen and Christians, countenanceviolence or injustice towards this lowly
people, once our slaves, and still our wards, it
is, to us, hard to comprehend. Let us say to
some people who profess respectability, and
are yet leaders and eacouragers in schemes of
violence towards this race, that neither their
money nor their fine clothes make them gentlemen; though the doors of genteel society
are thrown open to them, and they are permittedto approach better people, yet they are

Dothing more nor less than bullies and outlaws,and richly deserve to bo hung by the
neck until they are deaii. Their big lurms and
fine houses may save them while they muster

gangs of bad men to maltreat these poor nc!
groes ; but those possessions cannot protect
their names from the execration of all good
people; and the hour will come when the bet-

I *. « » I n b of tlmir a»i/il fl AirurQ
n:r III I'll wuu nun nniii uw iuv«« vttt

will openly execrate their names, and point
out their children as those of an outlaw, llappilybut very few of these incn are enabled to

gain riches and respectability. ' We would that
good men aud women everywhere would execratethis bad treatment of these poor negroes,
In the name of our common Creator, Kuler, and
Judge, let them alone ; and let us all help them
to be intelligent, industrious, and orderly. The
great enemies of every community are those
who take the law iuto their own hands. Those
people ought to be driven from thecommu!uity.".McKinney Messenger.

A Virginia paper is glad to see that the
mineral treasures of that State are beginning
to be appreciated, and says that formerly Richmond,instead of blasting out beds of the fiuest
granite on tho continent, used to send on to
New England and pay high for an inferior
article. Now the course of trade in the supply
of that stone is reversed; for we uotice that a

schooner laden with Richmond granite has aririved at Albany for the new capital of the
Empire State. I he granite quarries commence
a few miles above Richmond, and continue at
intervals of fifty miles up the James river.

The House Judiciary Committee has decided
that the 14th amendment does not affect the
status of the Indian.

I

AMITESTY.
SPEECH OF

IIOX. CHARLES II. PORTER.
OF ^VIRGINIA,

In the House of Representatives. Dec. 22,1670.
The House having met as in Committee of the

Whole for debate.
Mr. PORTER stfid:
Mr. Sfeaker : I de9ire at this time brieflyto present my views in relation to the subjectof amnesty. We have heard much during the

discussion that has taken place upon the
amnesty bill reported from the Committee on
Reconstruction in regard to the importance
and the propriety of what gentleman are
pleased to call " forgiveness," on the part of
the loyal people of this country represented in
Congress toward those who have been engagedin rebellion.

Sir. as [ u:*lerstand it. the disabilities imposedby the fourteenth article of amendments
to 1 ItP i 1nnct i 111 t tnn aT il.A .« -» '
-~ ...u vuuDinuiiuii v>i me ^uiicu uiaics Hcie

imposed for the purpose of protecting the loyalpeople of this country; and whenever the
party which imposed them comes to the conclusionthat the safety of the loyal people will
admit of the removal of those disabilities, then
they will and ought to be removed. In other
words, while the imposing of disabilities was
a matter of principle, the question pf their jremoval is simply a question of expediency,depending upon the opinion of the party im-
posing them whether the loyal people will be
adequately protected if they are removed.
Now, sir, to what state of facts are all these

appeals directed in behalf of forgiveness? Bythe way, one would almost suppose, after lis-
tening to this debate, that the loyal people of
this country had been guilty of high erimes,
misdemeanors, and wrongs for which it was
their duty to ask forgiveness. We constantlyhear appeals to U3 to forgive, but we scarcely I
ever hear an appeal to this element in the
South which draggled this land with blood to
keep its hand of violence and outrage off the j
persons of loyal people, off m<yi whose persons,if that flag [pointing to the national
emblem over the Speaker's chairj signilies any-thing ought to be sacred wherever that flag
may wave.

1 again ask what is the state of facts in be-
half of which this appeal for forgiveness is
constantly pressed? Simply this : a few men,
comparatively, liavo been excluded under a
provision of the Constitution from holdingoffice. No man has been denied the right to
vote, no man's property has been affected, no
man's liberty has been infringed or is being [
infringed under the operation of constitutional
or statutory law.
The whole question, therefore, comes to this :

that there are some men, bearing a very small
proportion to the entire population of the
country, who are denied the right to feed at
the public crib for the time being; and all this
noise, all this clamor,is made so that the doors
may be opened, and these, men may enter and
become again the high priests of the Demo- (cratic party, as in former days.Now, why are these men excluded from
holding office? Because they participated in
the rebellion? No. Because, in addition to
participating in the rebellion, they also held
office under the Federal Government or under
a State government ? No. They are excluded
from holdiug office only when,.in addition to
«MWV »»i v \A/uvuiiiu^ ijii AuixiiSlames, uicy u,isu9
as such officers, took an oath to support the
Constitution of the United States and afterwardviolated that oath by entering into the
rebellion.
We are constantly told that five years have

passed away since the red waves of war closed
over the laud, and gentlemen exclaim patheti-caliy, why not forgive ? Gentlemen seem to
ignore the fact that it is now less than two and
a half years since the fourteenth article of
amendments became a part of the Constitutionof the United States. Previous to that
time there were no disabilities except those
prescribed by the act of 18G2. And now, in jless than two and a half years since this provisionbecame a part ot the organic law, we
are asked to tear it out and to remove every disabilityimposed by it, before it has been scarcelytried even as an experiment.
Now, some gentlemen upon the Republicanside have endeavored to persuade the House

that it would be beneficial to the Republican
party, in a mere party view, to remove these
disabilities. It has been said that it would
only increase the number of office-seekers in
the Democratic party. I do not understand
that the increasing the number of office-seekers
in the Democratic party will be a benefit to the
Republican party, for they always unite on the
"regular nominations." On the other hand,
I understand that when these men are exeluded,and justly excluded, from holdiug office,
they do not take that interest in politics which
they would take were their disabilities removed.
And to that extent it is a benefit to the Republicanparty and an injury to the Democraticparty. Rut I do not propose to oppose
or uphold any measure ou merely party
grounds. I simply entered into that line of
discussion because some of our friends have
made themselves believe, and endeavored to
persuade the House, that it would be benficiul
to our party to increase the strength of the
Democratic party.
The Republican party of the State of Virginia,as represented in conference in Aprillast, adopted a 6crics of resolutions. One of

these resolutions is in these words:
" Resolved, That the ilftetmth amendment buying become

a part of the Constitution of the United States, wherebyuniversal Buffi age is secured to the musses of our people,
we declare in favor of universal amnesty, subject, of
course, to the legislation of Congress,''

1 am enabled to repeat that resolution of the
platform from memory, because 1 happened to
be the author of it. The resolution evidentlyassumed that the fifteenth amendment havingbecome a part of the organic law, the Democraticparty of Virginia would carry it out in
good faith ; and when it shall be carried out in
good faith, when all political rights shall be
enjoyed by the class of citizens for whom that
provision was designed, and not till then, will
the time arrive for universal amnesty. So
charitable was the conference that they were
willing to believe in advance that the Democraticparty would carry out that part of the
Federal Constitution. Rut we find that they
have not done so. We find that in the election
held in the city of Richmond during last
month, when tho polls closed there wore at one
or two of the heavy Republican precincts in
that city three or four hundred Republicans
standing in line, who had been standing there
from the rising of the snn, waiting for an

opportunity to put into the ballot-box the Republicanballots which they held in their
hands. And the fact that it pleased the
Almighty to have them born into this world
with a dark skin, and that, as American citizens,they saw fit to unite their fortunes with
the Republican party of the country, was the
sole reason that they were excluded from exercisingthe right of suflVage guarantied to them
by the fifteenth amendment and by the constitutionof the State of Virginia. .

And will gentlemen on our Hide of the House
babble about universal amnesty when there is
no amnesty for the loyal men of the country ?
May they not better show their wisdom uud
their statesmanship by taking care of and protectingthe men who upheld the honor of this
country in its hour of peril, intend of marchingso rapidly to cover with the mantle of
amnesty the men who tried to overthrow the
Government? Take care of your friends first
and your enemies afterwards !
Now, let me call the attention of the House

to another great fact. Hy the constitution of
Virginia every man who is entitled to vote and
hold office is eligible to serve as a juror ; and
when the question of the admission of the
State to representation came before Congress
in January last, the leaders of the Conservativeor Democratic party in Virginia gave their
pledge to Congress iu every possible way.
through legislative committees, through the
Executive, through representative men, through
newspaper organs, that if Congress would only
admit tho State to representation without that
horrid (?) condition, the oath of loyalty, (in
other words, the test-oath,) the constitution,
and especially the jury clause, ehoald be executedin letter and in spirit.
To-day I bring that party befcre the bar of

American public opinion and say that these

pledges have not been carried out: on the 1
contrary, they have been trampled in the dust 1
every day and every hour. I pay. in Virginia, <

notwithstanding the provision of the consti- <
ttition, that from the rosk-ribbed sides of the jBlue Kidge mountains to the rolling waters of
the Atlantic colored men are denied admission s
to the jury box. This is no trifling matter, t
The colored population of Virginia is sixhun- 1
dred thousand strong; and on the election t
rolls there are one hundred and twenty thou- t
sand of them : and almost universally, with i
only hero and there an exception, they stand t
by that party which paved this country, aud 1
which to-day is endeavoring to save the fruits I 1
of our great struggle. They are made voters i
by the Constitution of the United States as c
well as by the State constitution; and under i
the constitution of Virginia they are eligible s
to serve as jurors and to enjoy all other civilJ fand political rights. Yet the Democratic
party in power in Virginia, which pledged t
itself to the faithful execution of that consti- a
tution, and for the faithful performance of >
which many Republicans on this floor vouched, I
do to day exclude these men from the jury- *

box, and make no provision for their educa- t
tional interests! The homestead provision of fthe constitution, which is designed to assist i
the poorer classes in their battle of life, is t
being nullified by the Conservative party of
the fState, who enjoy their power by virtue of i
the action tuken by Congress, who were mis- 1
led by the misinformation and the inisrepre- i t
sentutions made to them. t

I put it to the intelligent and the justice of I
the Republican majority di Congress whether t
this cry for amnesty to rebel* should not cease t
until the constitution of Virginia shall be car- 1
ried out, and colored American citizens shall c

enjoy their full and perfect right9 ? It is true t
they will tell you that the Legislature makes 1
no distinction, but it is nevertheless true that i
the whole machinery of the State government e
is in their hands, and that these outrages upon J
political and civil rights are being constantlycommitted. And this is one of the reasons jwhy I do not act in accord on this question jwith the other Republican members of the Virginiadelegation. !

tMr. Speaker, when the \ irginia FApril con- cference said universal amnesty they meant uni- jversal suffrage too. When they said political cprivileges for those who had endeavored to de-
stroy the country and pull down the pillars of v
our liberties they meant, and every just and jreasonable man ought to mean the same .thing, £the security of the rights of loyal men too, j _

whether their rights were infringed throughout *
the whole country or impaired in only a single
Htute even. We intended that the security of

nthese rights must be an existing condition, if *

not a condition-precedent to the granting of v
i. i» -1 *

'

uinuustv 10 me ouier element.
I shall shortly after the recess call the atten-

rtion of the House to the existing state of thiols jin Virginia; and shall endeavor tto show how creconstruction lias been managed, or rather tmismanaged in that State. After presenting
the facts and the argumeit, I shall then call
upon the House to apply the proper remedy,
that the men who stood for our country, first f
by their prayers, and by issisting our weary, t
foot-sore prisoners on the way towurd the north I
star in their escape from rebel dungeons, and
as soon as the fastidiousness of the Government
would allow buckled cu their armor, two hundredthousand of them, tonly asking the privilegeto fight, and, if need be, die for their
country, shall be protected in all their rights.
Amnesty to the other elenent, while these great
crimes go unredressed, would be an injustice
that no party can commit, and continue to have
the confidence of the loyal millions of the
country.
Now, Mr. Speaker, I have always been in

favor of the removal of political disabilities in
proper case3. There is no ran in this House
who will go further than I where a proper and
a deserving case is presented; but the great
trouble has been that a proper discrimination
has not been made in the removal of disabilities.As a general thing, men have had their
disabilities removed who did not deserve it,
while many who do, still remain under disability.
Now, sir, what is the consequence of this ex-

elusion from the jury-box of one hundred and j
twenty thousand colored voters in Virginia?
The result if* that the lives and liberties of
white loyal men, a3 well as their own, are not
sale in the courts. I said in the ReconstructionCommittee last January that tho lives of
loyal men were not safe on Main street in the
city of Richmond. I now repeat it. It is true
that loyal men are not generally shot down, but
it is equally true that when a loyal man passes
a group of rebels at a street corner and hears
them using vile epithets evidently intended for
him, he knows that if he resents it he will
either be killed and his slayer gounwhipped of
justice, or if in self-defense he should take life
he will be tried, convicted of murder, and executed,and that there will bo no power upon
this earth that can reach out a protecting hand
to him when that dire contingency conies.
Therefore, before this universal amnesty move-
merit goes any further let the State constitu-
tion ot \ lrgmia be administered so us to give
the fifteenth amendment full, perfect, and logi-
cal sway, and so that these 0110 hundred and
twenty thousand colored voters shall be admit-
ted to the jury-box. Then the rights of white
loyal men, as well as their own, will be secure,
We not only have rebel juries, but oftentimes
mere professional jurors of the same political
character fill the jury-box. I do not intend
that this question, if I can help it, shall be belit-
tied. 1 claim that it is the bounden duty of
Corfgress, before it takes another step in pan-
dering to this vicious sentiment in the South, to
protect the rights of six hundred thousand loyal
citizens in Virginia, and all of our loyal people,
wherever they may be.

I know that the loyal men of Tennessee have
cried, and thus far in vain, I am sorry to say,
to this Congress for protection. 1 trust their
voice will not much longer go unheeded. The
great fault of reconstruction has been that it
has not gone far enough. It has not been fully
considered that the highest principal of justice
required us first to look to the protection of our

friends and the frieuds of the country ; and
having done that, we could then turn our attentionto the rebellious classes. We want pro- j
tection in our courts. We do not want to have
these wrongs going on any longer. We do not
want the continuance of this system, under
which colored men are being sentenced to the
gallows in Virginia, and being sent to the penijteutiary until the penitentiary is almost full.
And 1 usscrt that in the large majority of these
cases the evidence is by no means conclusive,
that it docs not establish the guilt of the ac;cused beyond a reasonable doubt. Sentenced
to the penitentiary they are disfranchised by
the State constitution. And so, in this way,
whether designedly or not, the result is to un:justly disfranchise a large partion of the loyal
men of that State.
Why, beforo the war the memory of man

l i
'

i_ i i- . tr:
cuuiu scarcely go ujvck. 10 a ease ixi » irgmiu
where capital punishment was inflicted. To-
day it is a common occurence, and they are

loyal men who are executed, and not unfre-
quentlv loyal women, li' you look over the
lists of aircsts and trials you will tind the
names of lew white men comparatively. Can
any one possibly imagine that crime is not as

prevalent among the white population now as
'

before the war? Of course crime by the white
people is committed to an equal if not greater
extent, but it is winked and connived at, or at
least but few arrests comparatively are made,
and still fewer convictions. The policy i9 to
catch in the meshes of the law the men who
swell the tide of Republicanism in that State '

und thereby exclude them from exercising the
right of suffrage.
Mr. McCOKMICK, of Missouri. Will the

gentleman allow me to ask him a question ? '

Mr. PORTER. Certainly. 1

Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. I wish to i

ask the gentle if the executions of which he '

speaks were of persons who had not committed
crimes for which the punishment inflicted upon
them was not provided by law ? 1

Mr. PORTER. 1 do not think, from the
gentleman's question, that he has understood
my remarks. I was not referring, Mr.Speaker,
to any particular case. 1 was referring to a j
class of cases, or rather persons, and I stated
that in a major ty of these cases the evidence
did not show that the party was guilty beyond
a reasonable doubt. In other word., circuoi-
stances arising out of the system of slavery 11

...

Have engendered such feeling and prejudices.:bat, with juries made up in the manner 1 have s<
lescribed, it is almost impossible for colored n
:itizens of Republican proclivities to obtain ai
ustice at their hands.
I ask, why should any man object to the constitutionof the State being carried out, so that tl

:olored men shall be admitted to the jury-box? w
[ am told by some from Virginia who favor am- cs
lestv that in some cases colored men are admit
;ed to the jury-box. That, is true in some m
nstances where the Republicans have elected
heir officers ; and in one or two instances they ti
lave been summoned by Conservative officers.
3ut these cases are only exceptions. It is the ed
general rule, the general practice, that I am

intending against. And I assert if it was pro- ol
fn tint A fatn ^ ~ * 4

'vt w |'v* v i» »c *1 tuiuicu men in iut* jurjf-uu\ a it
hort time ago, it was proper to have placed a
;reat many of them there a good while ago.Now, when we go for amnesty I want some- tl
hing in return, and I do not intend to ask for yitnything but what is right and reasonable. I d
vant protection before the laws for the loyal pi>eople of the country ; not simply protection ir
vritten in the law, but men who will execute B
he law in truth and justice. I do not want this c<
ebel element to be treated by us any lougcr as if
f it were a vast grave-yard receiving every- h<
hing and returning nothing. tt
It is true we cannot defeat social ostracism th

n the South ; nor do we complain of it. Every b]
Republican must submit to that. But we ought
o be enabled to defeat political ostracism ; and se
hat is constantly going on. It is not disguised ta
>y the papers, and in other responsible quar- ca
ers, that there is both political and social os- ru
racism. I hold in my hand a card published in
>y a member of the Republican State central C
ommittee of Virginia, who had ascertained w
hat his father had been mistaken for him, and it
lis mother was in consequence being injured hi
n her business. I ask the Clerk to read the
xtract I send to the desk from the Richmond st
Dispatch of December 20. th
The Clerk read as follows : ri

Richmond, Ya., Dec. 19, 1S70. j*1Editora Dispatch:
Gentlemen : My father and mother have cast jheir lots among you.the lormer as deputy .

ilerk in the circuit court oftiee of the city, the .

atter as proprietress of Cook's boarding-house, ,

:orner of Eight and Clay streets.neither ot
vhom are politicians or in any way connected
vith political matters. In your issuo of the j"'6th you publish rny father, F. Woltz, as a

'

nember of the State central committee. This jvmblication is, I understand, doing my mother
njury in her business. From the past friendly r,c
elations existing between one ol' yourselves (

ind my father's family, I feel assured you had ,

10 intention of doing either injustice, and I
>elieve you wiil take pleasure in calling the at- 01

ention of your readers to the error. I am a u

nember of the State central committee of the ai

Republican party ; am a resident of Roanoke
:ounty, and in no way connected with either a

he business of uiy father or mother. ?.
Yours, &c., John W. Woltz.

tc
Mr. PORTER. That illustrates the state of ta

eeling in Virginia. Because it was supposed fc
hat a certain person was a member of the Re- Is
mblican State central committee, without any tli
nquiry into his acts or his general connection v<
vith the committee, it was found that his wife's S
>usiness was being injured ! No one can deny gf
hat for a man to be au active, working Repub- j tc
ican in Virginia is to make him. in thonstima- -«

ion of the Conservative party, an outlaw and h<
in outcast. lie may bens pure and as spotless y
is an angel of light, but he will not be above te
heir cruel slanders. To test the truth of what rp

[ say it is only necessary to refer to the daily h<
Jonservative newspapers of Richmond aud c<
nher parts of Virginia.
And here is a significant fact. I have noticed C1

hat every Republican who has favored amnesty w
>n this floor has given reasons which show that
imnesty ought not to be granted at this time. ei
L'hey have, without an exception, acknowl- tl
?dged that outrages were being perpetrated, w
that murders and assassinations were being a!
lommitted, and that Republicans were not safe, w
,n any respect, and then strangely enough in- tl
fisted that they never would be, uutil we am- ptiestied the perpetrators of these outrages, and a:
their political friends ! 1c

Sir, it is a poor compliment to our flag to say
that it cannot protect every man and every tl
jlass of men throughout this country. It is ti
true, it may make a little better feeling, for gthe time being, to grant amnesty to these men. b
I'hey may feel a little personal kindness toward ti
;hoso who procure amnesty for them ; but, u
ifter all, even this will be almost entirely mere S(
pretense. My word for it, in a short time they h
will fall back in the old ruts, and they will per- tl
jecute these men who labored for them in their ti
boar #f distress, as they conceive it to be, fur
there is nothing more distressful to the Demo- j:rats of the South than to be denied the privi- jlege of holding oflice. They will turn against
the Republican amnesty men even more bitterlythan against those who, for the good of. j,
the country, desire to withhold amnesty for the t]
present. I know a gentleman in Virginia who pran for Congress last month, Judge Rives, who n
b is been the means of procuring the removal a
of disabilities from more than a thousand men c
in his district. And there were no men in that £district who worked harder and got up eurlier c
in the morning to defeat him than these thou- f,
sand men. 0We hear a good deal said iu regard to the r
sincerity of the men who inaugurated this re- u
bellion. The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. f(
Jones] who preceded me dilates exteusively ^
in tlnif <timntir»r> 1 flfliiTT It I (tii'u it na mo
... .. ~ """j *" * "v n
opinion, without the fear of successful refuta- a
tion, that the leaders of this r^>ellion got it f,
up and went into it because they were denied u
the public offices, or supposed they would be, ^
under the incoming administration of President a
Lincoln ; they inaugurated a rebellion in order a
that they could have offices among themselves, t\
f*>r they knew that they were, or soon would u
be, out at the elbows and the knees politically. Sj1 never can give my sanction to the assertion .
that the leaders of the rebellion were actuated
by motives of sincerity. e<

1 would like to see these disabilities removed gfrom the masse9, and by tho " masses" I mean ft
the men who, if they held any office at or be- ft
fore engaging in the rebellion, held inferior ^
offices, such as overseers of the poor, consta- ij
bles, and the like, and county and municipal tl
offices. I beiievo if we should remove dis- fC
abilities from such, good results would follow; w
we would be showing the people of the puliti- a
cal party opposed to us that wo seek their j3
interest as well as the interest of the people of U)
our own party ; but 1 am not in favor of re- ft
moving disabilities from the projectors of the tl
rebellion, and who followed many a Union boy el
of the South into the mountains and dragged ft
him into the carnage, who had thair spi<*s all
over the country and made a net work, as it te
were, into which they endeavored to haul every RC
man who loved the L'uion und did not want to
tight for its dissolution. 1 cl
The gentleman pathetically says to us, " Do w

not let us call thetn traitors any longer ; do si
not let us call them hard names." I have not c(
done so ; out it it is nam lor tuem to tie caileu j,.
'' traitors," where is the gentleman's sympathy aj
for the men who stood by this country in the
hour of danger, and now arc Republican citi- 0t
tens of Virginia and other Southern States,
who are denounced every day and every hour Ci]
as 44 carpet-baggers," because they were born y(in the North, or as "scallawags" if they were psborn in the South ? If it is hard to call the f
gentleiuun's friends 44 traitors," it is even a 8j
greater hardship to call us 44 carpet baggers" h;
and 44 scallawags," because the former have tl;
committed no crimes (?) save those of having fa
been born in the North and having fought for n<
their country, and being now citizens of their Q
respective States and members of the Itepubli- m
cau party. So with the term 44 scallawag".j ']'
a very polite term invented by the very polite ox
and chivalrous gentlemen who stand in need of p(
amnesty, who only want you to forget while
they remember.which is applied to the class er
of individuals who were born in the South and p(Btood by you while you were carrying the
country through the breakers of war. If 1 saw hi
Qt I should apply such epithets us I pleased, ^
although I think I can conduct a discussion p,without using any language really offensive to n,
any one ; but if 1 saw lit to do so I would say, m
" ie9, traitors, traitors all," until you cease

your insane, your shameful slanders against a
men who merely follow the dictates of their rt
own consciences as American citizens. 1 fi,

* iv/i v7*-v

The gentleman says to-day that the right
cessiou U still debatable. It is true he do<
ot use exactly that language, but he mak<
a argument.
[Here the hammer fell.L
Mr. McCORMICK, of Missouri. I hope thi

»e gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Portkf
ill be allowed as much time as he wishes, b
mse I interrupted him.
Mr. PORTER. I want only a few minut<

lore.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. How muc
me does the gentleman want?
Mr. PORTER. Not more than live or le
tinutes.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there an

ejection to extending the gentleman's time fi
;u minutes ?
There was 110 objection.
Mr. PORTER. It is true, Mr. Speake
»at when the gentleman from Kentucky res

esterdny to a personal explanation he sai
lat all ho had meant by his resolution of
revious day was that seces9iou was debatab
i the beginning, not that it i* now debatabl
ut he now maks an argument in favor of tl
mstitutional right of a State to secede : an
be can uiake that argument now, whetlx

3 believes the doctrine or not, if he can mak
ic argument now as the argument of other
len I say that the right of secession is debati
le from his own stand-point.
Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. 1 beg leave t

it the gentleman right. He is entirely mi
tken as to my position. I have made no argi
ent for the right of a State to secede. I hi\
terely maintained that it was a question du
ig the formation of the Constitution, in t!i
onvention which adopted that instruinen
hether that right existed or not; and by sorr
was held to exist. I do not so hold, n(
ave I made an argument to that effect.
Mr. POUTER. Well, I did not misunde
and the gentleman at all. I knew he meat
lat he did not believe that a State has tli
ght to secede ; but I say that when the argi
ents of gentlemen who advocated the rig!
secession can be marshaled here, so as t

xve some minds agree to them, so that tl
)Ctrine may be presented here with plaus
lity.I say it then becomes a debatable que;
on from his own showing. It is not a debati
le question in my mind ; but 1 maintain tin
ben the gentleman debates the right of seec
on, although he may himself disclaim an
3lief in it, when he debates it before the R
resentatives of the American people, h
lereby virtually gives countenance to the co
ictness of the proposition that secession is
abatable question.
We believe that the argument closed whe

le first gun was lired at Fort Sumter; and
Jght to have closed when the Star of the Wei
as fired upon. I do not propose to enter in1

argument against the right of a State 1
scede. I will mention but a single fact,
.ct which, although known to every studer
f our political history, is often overlooks
Hien the constitution of 1789 was submitte
> the States for ratification some of them hes
ited as to its adoption. New York hesitate
>r a long time. Ncrth Carolina and Rhod
iland still longer, the one for two years an
ic latter for nearly three years after the eoi
mtion had adopted the Constitution. Oth<
tates also paused. Now, it the right of sece
on was understood from the start, if it wi
> be regarded as a dbatable question, (aftc
itification.) why ** as it that State after Stal
esitated before i* ifying the Constitution
7hy did they act as if they supposed that ei

iring the Union made the alliance permanent
here would certainly have been no reason%fc
ssitation if they had understood that the
Duld secede whenever it suited their pleasun
I agree with some gentlemen of the Demi

ratic party, with some mouincations, that tr
ar has not settled anything.
If the Democratic party, whose leaders gei

rally were the enemies of this country durin
le war, and who are now supporting a polio
hich would turn the results of the war 1
shes, should come into power, then I agrt
ith the gentlemen that nothing would be se
ed by the war; for then, indeed, the car*

rogress would be turned back into darknes
nd, with its precious freight of human right
>st to America and lost to humanity foreve
But, Mr. Speaker, if the party which save

tiis country, and which since the war has bee
rying to gather up its fruits, sometimes,
rant, inefficiently and lamely, but which ht
een nevertheless endeavoring, in good fait!
) do so.if this parry can remain in powt
ntil the great questions growing out of it ai

jttled, then everything great aud noble wi
ave been secured by the war. Then ever;
ling will have been settled, and settled upo
le basis of right, justice, and equality.

The Diamond Land.

I know not whether you will, by this timi
ave received from apy of the usual sources <

ustworthy information at the command of tl
reus, any reliable account of the great mov<
ient of our Cape population upon the va
nd rich diamond fields recently discovere<
lose to the frontier of this eastern province <

'ape Colony. This large tract of counti
lose to our immediate borders on the caster
rentier, now found to be richly diamondife
us.washed by the Yaal and the Oranj
ivers, and without any reliable assignab
raits as yet. for the diamond hunters hai
lund gems glittering on this very surfat
rithin three days' hard riding of one anothe
ot to mention the large supplies found in ela
nd gravel deposits turned up by the pick,
lot or two below ground, after a few days <

nskilled search.is, in every sense of tl
rord, a diamond field or diamond country, n<

diamond mine. The mine as yet, if there t
ny, is not in the least degree traceable. A
lat is certain is, that there the precious gen
re.on the surface, and closo to the surfac
preid over an area of hundreds of squat

I 1 1 .1 1 .1 i.* 1

itles tuat were uuinnaoticu ana unnoiiceu u:
1 within the last two months, little frequenter
ireu by wild game, as there is neither bush nt
rasa on the surface, and which (had thei
een any one claiming rights of ownership o\ (

) might have been purchased by any buye:
> the great joy of the seller, for a few shi
ngs per thousand acres. There, neverthelesi
le precious gems are, unearthed now an
lund every day, by the simple process c

ashing and sieving the rubbish ; and thithc
population, with picks and shovels and rack!
rapidly following, from every.even tb

ost distant.«town of the colony. It is abon
iur hundred miles from here, and about twic
tat distance from Cape Town. They are trai
ing for it either on foot or on horseback, o

y horse-cart or mule-cart, or ox-wagon. Par
ership companies, of from four persons to sij
:en persons, are leaving this little city ever
fcoiid or third day.
The higher classes of gentry and the lowe
asses of working people are going togethe
ithout distinction. The pick, crowbar, shove
eve, and washing cradle are the common uc

Hnpuniments of all. The well employed, th
ilf-employed, and the unemployed are a
ike. (Jood situations are being thrown u

:ery day. The young man you saw but th
her day serving goods over the counter, o

jeping book9, or acting bank clerk, when yo
ill at the same establishment, in a day or two
in will miss und tie told that lie li is mined

irty to work like a navvy in "the fields!
he principal servant in my household.a rt

actable soldier of the lltli regiment.wh
id purchased his discharge, earning wages h

le rate of fifty shillings per mouth, beside
od, bed room, and other perquisites, gav
}tiee a few days ago, aud is gone this week
ther servants in the house are following im
ediutely. So it is with most other houses
he organist of our cathedral, who was sou
it to me from England a year ago, at an es
jnse of fifty pounds, under a time agreemcnl
(ceiving board and lodging free at the dean
y, at a salary of upwards of oue hundre
ouods per unnuui, or equivalent, and abl
isiiy to earn at least as much more privately
is gone at a few days' notice, unable to rtsi?
»e prevailing temptation, and ou promise t

%y back to me the amount of his passage mi

sy out. I found that resistance to the dm
ond fever would be useless.
The bricklayer who was working for me bu
few days since, at eight shillings per day.
:speotable man, and whose work is still ud
aished.has thrown up all, leaves his wife an

| The apace of ten linta Brevier type constitute# an iv#r
tiaing aqnare in thia paper,of; Any apace l«aa than t< a line* > cbar ,jetl t\e rate of a foil

jg aqnare.
Alia 1verti«.*m»nt# «ernpyin r !< #« than a ,uarter of eol?3j limn are computed by the aqoare.
Advertisement# in*ert» d for a > * t ine than three mor.tL#

are charged t ranaient rate#.

u - 5t] family behind, and is off next week. I speak
e- this of my own personal experienc , that your! readers may judge from such little facts the
?s wide-spread sensation that has been producedin this country. Two-thirds of our cathedral
h choir, belonging to various stations of life, have

gone, and we fully expect to be soon reduced
n to sopranos. The principal coach builder of

the town tells me to day that he can do no
y more work ; that all his men have this mcrn>ting given him notice of a week, to leavo forthwith.Many of the police are giving the requiredmonth's notice. All the laborers under
r, the city corporation have given notice. So,
ip apparently, it will he even in Cape Town soon,id though four days' journey from this city by
a mail cart, traveling without break, post-haste,le day and night.
e. All who go are writing back to their friends
ip to follow as soon as possible. I have the most
id reliable information of s >m w j have of c ur.-c
jr been there but a short time, who, when they
e went, were amateurs and incxperts at any such
s, labor.in comparative poverty, thou ah respect
a- able, aud who have ulrcady enriched themselves,and are writing to direct their younger
:o sisters to be sent to boarding schools at their
s- expense.
a They sleep in tents, or under ox-wagon*,
re working hard at picking, sieving, or washing,
r- from sunrise until dark, and amusing theraieselves under canvas, as best they can, of an
t, evening. They report that law and good order
ic have been fairly established by an externpor-
)r ized committee ot satety on the tields. Food

and supplies of all kinds are very little dearer
r- than in the towns they left, stores being very
it freely sent up by speculators. At this winter

season the nights- are cold.. Cor. L iidon
J- Times.

;o
ie Advantages of Paper .Honey over

i- Specie.
a- The following illustrations will show the difatfureut effects of a specie and a paper currenay
s- upon the prosperity of countries having mateyrials for the formation of either. Suppose two
e- fertile islands to exist, each containtng a silver
ie mine as productive as the average of those now
r- worked. Two parties, of a hundred thousand
a settlers each, emigrate to these islandj, taking

with them implements of husbandry, a stock
-n of cattle, merchandise, tools, etc., and proviitsions for a year, in procuring which they nearly
st exhaust their money. Arrived at their respec10tive destinations, they locate their lands, etc.,
:o and each party begins to make exchanges
a among its members. The want of money is
)t soon severely felt. The inhabitants of one
d. island determine to have a metal currency and
d accordingly prepare to work their silver mine.
ii- One-fifth of the whole population, i. e., twenty
id thousand, are men capable of labor. Three
Ie thousand engage in working the mine, and,
d with their families, constitute a population of
:i- fifteen thousand, who consume the products of
jr others. Suppose each man to earn or make
s half a dollar a day.total in a year, four hun
is dred and fifty thousand dollars. This sum
?r being exchanged by the miners for food, clothteing, etc., goes into immediate circulation. It
? will require nearly three years to supply the
i- money necessary for their internal exchanges,
? say twelve dollars for each inhabitant, i. c.,
)r one million two hundred thousand dollars; and
y during this period money must be very scarce.
e. The shipment of any specie abroad to pay for
o- goods will increase the want of money at home,
ie Suppose the population to increase three per

cent..that is, three thousand a year.they
a must continue to mine $36,000 yearly to niaingtain the proportion of $12 to each individual.
;y The inhabitants of the other island determine
0 not to work their silver mine, but to establish
?e a paper currency and lend the money upon
t- landed security. All have the opportunity to
of borrow to oue-half the value of their productive
s, land. This money costs nothing but the coms.paratively trifling labor of the paper and en
r. graving. If a surplus be in circulation, its
sd owner can at any time pay off a mortgage to
n the fund and stop the interest, or fuud the
1 money and receive interest.
is The difference between the labor to mine and *

b, coin the silver money, and the labor to make
it and engrave the paper money, will be a clear
e saving to the island using the paper money ;
11 and all this difference of labor can be applied
y- to the production of articles for export. The
m island using the paper money can export about

as great an amount of products as the other
island will coin in money. If the latter island
require the products of the former, and ex:change money for them, the former i>land will
use the silver raouey lor manufacturers, or tor

?, export; it cannot need thein for money. The
island using the paper money would always

le have an abundance of moucy, so that every
2- branch of industry can be carried on to the
st best advantage, and the property will be disil.tributed to those whose labor sball earn it.
if But the business and productive industry of
y the island usiug silver coins will be coniistantly retarded for want of money, and
r the high and fluctuating rates of interest will
;e itievitablv concentrate the wealth of the island
le in the hands of a few capitalists, and leave
re the producers in poverty. The people of the

island using the paper currency will be rich,
r. virtuous, and happy, while those using the
ly silver money will be poor, wicked, and niiserauble, because poverty and avarice will lead to

crime. If the two islands, instead of trading
le with each other, maintain trade with other
3t nations, it must be obvious that the oue using
>e the paper money will have a great advantage
11 over the one using the silver money,
is Suppose the same number of emigrants to
e, settle on a third island, and borrow their whole
c currency of a foreign nation, say $1,000,000,
i- in gold, silver, or paper money, at an interest
j, of eight per cent, per aunuut. payable half
»r yearly. If their imports equal their exports,
e aud they be obliged to issue bonds every six
?r months at eight per cent, to pay the interest,
r, in fifty-three years the island will become in1-debted to foreign nations $64,000,000, $03,000,3,000 of which will be interest uu the $1,000,000
(1 origiually borrowed. The people must lose
>f this amount, in consequence of defective legisirlation. If the emigrants provide their own

3, currency, instead of importing it, they will
e save the wholo interest, beside having great
it advantages by the abundance of money..Exetract from MSS. of a successful merchant <f
r- a cm; 1 ork.

t- Altogether, there are about a hundred and
t- thirty warnings and admonitions in Scripture
J against intoxicating drinks, while there are uot

over twenty instances of distinct approval of
r wine, under all its names iu the whole Bible.
r And these passages, as far as their evidence is
I. explicit, show the wine commended to be of an

unintoxicating quality. Ail the other cases in
? which the word wine occurs are doubtful ur
" ueutral in this question, since they contain f».»
P proof either on one Slide or on the other. Are
e not these most important and significant facts
r llow can any one stand in doubt a-» to the
u conclusion to which they point.
>,
a

Dficr Water..Tito deepest sea sounding
.. ever made was iu the northern extremity of
o the Bay of Biscay last year. The depth was
it 1 two thousand four hundred and thirty five
s fathoms.nearly three miles. So practiced was
e the haud of the officer who made the sounding,

that the shock of the arrest of the weight at
rlwk 1 . > f m «i«n J all. # I n A f I W tn .1 I .*» It I err*
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5. The 8iuker9 ou the apparatus used weighed
t three hundred weight, and the tune occupied

iu the descent was thirty-three minutes and
t, thirty five seconds.
' i ^

^ Immediately after the late rise of the Ohio
e river the shipiuent of coal commenced at a
r» j uiost lively rate. In a lew days 1,100 000
'l bushels were started lor Cincinnati, auU 1,-00,0000 lor Louisville, and large quantities ndui*
}' tional were to leave. The prospect was that
l" t the coal famine iu those cities would cease.

j .

a Salt Lake advices say the Mohave and Piute
i- Indians are on the war path to the number of
d four or five hundred.


